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Profile

Matthew Lewis (LLB, LLM) is barrister and former Pegasus Scholar based in Sydney,

Australia. He was called to the bar in England and Wales in 2000, and in Australia in 2009.

Matthew is recognised as a media and defamation law specialist and has appeared in many

of the leading cases in Australia.

He has particular expertise in matters involving the internet and is regularly retained by

search engines and social media companies including Google LLC, Facebook Inc and

Instagram Inc.

Matthew is also frequently instructed by the traditional media including in matters concerning

open justice. Regular clients include the Australian Broadcasting Corporation, the Australian

Associated Press, Australian News Channel Pty Ltd, Fairfax Media Publications Pty Ltd, the

Guardian News and Media Limited, Nationwide News Pty Ltd, the Nine Network Australia Pty

Ltd and the Special Broadcasting Service Corporation.

In 2011 and 2019, he was a member of the Defamation Law Committee that made

submissions on behalf of the NSW Bar Association to the Council of Attorneys-General in the

Review of the Model Defamation Provisions (NSW).



His practice further includes cases involving breach of confidence and privacy. Between 2016

and 2018, Matthew taught “Privacy and the Media” to JD and LLM students at the University

of New South Wales, a member of the prestigious Group of Eight.

Matthew is a “recommended legal counsel (member or tribunal chairman)” of the Australian

Olympic Committee (AOC) and was nominated by that committee to be an Olympic Appeals

Tribunal member for the 2020 Australian Olympic Team.

He is a member of the NSW Bar Association; the Media Law Resource Centre; and the

Communications and Media Law Association.

Between 2000 and 2007, Matthew was a barrister based in Cardiff and appeared in a number

of privacy related cases on the Wales and Chester Circuit. He also served as the Wales and

Chester Representative on the Young Barristers’ Committee between 2001 and 2005.

Related practice areas

Media, Defamation and Freedom of Expression

International Media Law

Public International Law

International Law

Australian Broadcasting Corporation & Fairfax Media v Chau Chak Wing [2019] 371 545

Voller v Fairfax Media Publications, Nationwide News Pty Ltd and Australian News

Channel [2019] NSWSC 766

Kostov v Nationwide News Pty Ltd [2018] 97 NSWLR 1073

Nationwide News Pty Ltd v Vass [2018] NSWCA 259

Seven Network (Operations) Limited v Amber Harrison [2017] NSWSC 129

AW v R (Nationwide News, Australian Broadcasting Corporation and the Australian

Associated Press intervening) [2016] NSWCCA 227

Nationwide News Pty Ltd & Australian Broadcasting Corporation v Qaumi & Ors [2016]

NSWCCA 97

Young v Facebook Australia Pty Ltd [2015] FCA 1440

Key Cases

https://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au/decision/58ae8b52e4b058596cba4562
https://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au/decision/580416b4e4b058596cba07fe
https://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au/decision/5743962fe4b05f2c4f04e51a
https://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au/decision/5743962fe4b05f2c4f04e51a
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/sinodisp/au/cases/cth/FCA/2015/1440.html?stem=0&synonyms=0&query=title(young and facebook )


Bleyer v Google Inc [2014] 88 NSWLR 670

Hamzy v R [2013] NSWCCA 156 & Hamzy v District Court of NSW [2013] NSWCA 130

Papaconstuntinos v Holmes a Court [2012] HCA 53; (2012) 249 CLR 534; 293 ALR 21
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