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Profile

Stephen was a founding member of Doughty Street Chambers. At the Bar, Stephen

specialised in scientific and medical cases, legal professional negligence, and in silk

appeared in a number of criminal cases.  He had an extensive practice in group actions. As

Chairman of the Bar he had to fill a highly public role, often facing conflicting demands. He

had to appear frequently on television and radio.

On the Bench he expanded his legal range. He sat extensively in crime, at trial and on

appeals. He dealt with difficult sentencing problems, including passing a whole life tariff, and

sentencing for causing death by careless driving, where a family of six had all been killed. He

sat in the Administrative Court for 9 years, dealing with immigration and asylum, immigration

detention, extradition, prison cases, medical and professional discipline, education, health

provision, the regulation of advertising, the implementation of EU Directives, prosecutorial

decisions, and more. He also sat on a wide range of tort and contract cases.

As Chair of SIAC, he faced unusual legal challenges, derived from SIAC’s parallel open and

closed hearings, dealing with Top Secret evidence in every case. In the Court of Appeal, he

sat on the whole range of cases, including extradition, immigration, crime, national security,

family and property.

Career to date:



2020 to date - Chair of Misconduct Appeals Panel, House of Commons

2020 to date – Trustee of the Slynn Foundation

2020 – Treasurer of Gray’s Inn

2016 - 2020 - Lord Justice of Appeal

2013 to 2016 - Chairman, Special Immigration Appeals Commission

2011 to 2015 - Chairman, Judicial Security Committee

2007 – 2012 - Presiding Judge, Northern Circuit

2006 -2013 – High Court Judge, Queen’s Bench Division

2004 - Chairman of the Bar, England and Wales

1997 - Queen’s Counsel

1997 - Called to the Bar of Northern Ireland

1990 - Founder member, Doughty Street Chambers

1976 - Called to the Bar, Gray’s Inn

Education

Pupillage, 1 Dr Johnson’s Bldg, 5 Essex Court (1976 – 8)

Bar Finals, College of Law, London (1975 – 6)

Jesus College, Cambridge - open scholar in English literature. Part I English, Part I law.

(1972 -5)

Methodist College, Belfast (1961 – 1971)

Lead author of Medical Negligence Litigation: a Practitioner's Guide Legal Action Group,

March 1995, and author of a chapter in Personal Injury Handbook, Sweet & Maxwell,

December 2000.  Consulting editor of the UK Human Rights Law Reports.  Numerous

articles and lectures.
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