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Profile
Jesse specialises in public law, human rights, inquests and civil actions against public
authorities. His expertise encompasses public and private law claims involving complex
points of law, as well as evidence-heavy and contentious civil trials and inquests. Jesse is
equally assured advising on novel points of law and making legal submissions in public law
and international human rights proceedings, as he is in cross-examining witnesses before
coronial inquiries and in civil trials.
Jesse is co-author of Halsbury’s Laws of England: Rights and Freedoms, a contributor to
Inquests: A Practitioner’s Guide (LAG) and Judicial Review: Law and Practice (Jordans), he
has written on prison law and human rights for LexisNexis, and writes regularly on judicial
review and inquest law for Legal Action. He co-edits and contributes to Inquest Law, and
regularly writes and provides training on public law, human rights, inquest law and police law
issues, including for the Public Law Project and INQUEST.
Education
Trinity College, Cambridge: BA Hons History, First Class with Distinction (2007)

City University: Graduate Diploma in Law (2009)
BPP: Bar Vocational Course (2010)
Inner Temple: Exhibition Scholarship (2008), Peter Taylor Scholarship (2009)
Related practice areas
Actions Against the Police and Public Authorities
Business Crime and Investigations
Inquests and Public Inquiries
Media, Defamation and Freedom of Expression
Data Protection and Information Law
International Media Defence
Administrative & Public Law

Administrative and Public Law
Jesse has extensive experience of bringing domestic and human rights-based public law
challenges in a number of areas, including inquest, police and prison law, immigration
detention, and claims against the CPS. His judicial reviews include challenges to:
Invasive and disproportionate licence conditions imposed on a released prisoner by the
Probation Service.
The refusal by the CPS to prosecute a police custody sergeant for gross negligence
manslaughter arising from the death of a vulnerable detainee.
A coroner’s decision not to resume the inquest into the death of a vulnerable women
killed by a domestically violent former partner.
The denial of access to offending behaviour courses for prisoners.

Inquiries and Inquests
Jesse is regularly instructed in contentious inquests involving serious individual and systemic
state failings. He is a recognised expert in inquest law: he is a member of the Inquest
Lawyers Group Steering Committee; has co-authored INQUEST’s submissions to the Lord

Chancellor and Chief Coroner on funding and inquest conclusions; writes and provides
regular training on inquest law and Articles 2 and 3 ECHR; and co-edits the Inquest Law
journal.
Jesse is currently instructed in a number of complex and high-profile inquests, including:
The inquiry into the deaths of those killed at Hillsborough.
A death in police custody which may result in criminal prosecution against the custody
sergeant for gross negligence manslaughter.
A domestic homicide inquest involving alleged monitoring failures by the relevant
mental health trust.
Jesse also acts in related public and private law proceedings. His judicial reviews include
challenges to coronial decisions refusing to resume inquests following criminal proceedings
and refusing to sit with a jury. Jesse is regularly instructed to represent bereaved families in
dependency and human rights claims following deaths in custody.

Actions Against the Police and Public Authorities
Jesse acts in a wide range of high-value and complex civil claims alleging serious abuses of
state power. He is regularly instructed to represent bereaved families in dependency and
human rights claims following deaths in custody, and has recently secured high-value
settlements in a number of such claims. Jesse represents victims of police violence, unlawful
arrest and malicious prosecution, and has secured settlements of over £50,000 in a number
of recent cases. He has represented a number of claimants who have sustained serious
injuries as a result of police use of force, as well as acting in claims arising from police
failures to investigate, the unlawful policing of protest, police surveillance, racial
discrimination, strip-searching of youths, misuse of private information, and claims under the
HRA 1998.
Jesse uses his judicial review and prison law experience in bringing civil claims against the
prison authorities, private contractors, the Ministry of Justice, the Parole Board and the
Probation Service. He has acted for clients in claims for assault, failures to make reasonable
adjustments for disabled prisoners, and violations of Articles 5 and 8 ECHR arising from
maladministration, delay and the imposition of invasive prison and licence conditions. Jesse
also acts for immigration detainees in civil claims arising from unlawful detention, drawing on
his public law experience and his successful record in immigration bail hearings, including for

Bail for Immigration Detainees.

Prison Law and Criminal Justice
Jesse acts for prisoners at all levels: before the Parole Board and Close Supervision Centre
panels, in applications to the High Court for tariff reduction, in judicial review proceedings,
and in civil claims for damages against the prison authorities, the Ministry of Justice, the
Parole Board and the Probation Service. Jesse’s judicial review work includes challenges to:
Invasive and disproportionate licence conditions imposed by the Probation Service.
Failures to provide prisoners with access to offending behaviour work.
Restrictive Parole Board guidance concerning recalled prisoners.
Parole Board decisions on release and open conditions.
Unlawful adjudication proceedings.
The failure to provide a number of disabled prisoners with reasonable adjustments to
allow them to progress through their sentences.

International Law
Jesse has acted in a number of successful international human rights claims:
Kolakovic v Malta (ECtHR App. No. 76392/12) – Violation of Article 5 ECHR arising
from lengthy post-bail detention of a British national.
Balaj & Others v United Nations Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK) (HRAP Case No. 04.07) –
Violation of Articles 2 and 11 ECHR arising from the killing of two men, and the injury of
numerous others, by UN peacekeepers in 2007 during a protest in Pristina, Kosovo.
Aydan v Turkey (ECtHR App. No. 16281/10) – Violations of Article 2 and 6 ECHR
arising from the shooting of a passerby at a demonstration. Sizeable damages were
awarded. Assisted Jude Bunting, Doughty Street Chambers.

