
PRESS STATEMENT - 24 NOVEMBER 2014 

Egyptian-Canadian journalist Mohamed Fahmy has now spent 331 days in detention in Egypt. Mr 

Fahmy remains in prison on the basis of a trial that was fundamentally unfair and counsel for Mr 

Fahmy call on the Egyptian authorities to release him.  

The charges against Mr Fahmy centre on the allegation that he was a member of the now-banned 
Muslim Brotherhood group.  This is not true.  Mr Fahmy participated as a private citizen in the 30 
June revolution against the rule of the Brotherhood.  He is not, and never has been, a Brotherhood 
supporter.  And at his trial there was not a shred of evidence to show otherwise.  Yet the trial judge 
sentenced Mr Fahmy to 7 years in prison on the basis that “Satan joined [Fahmy and colleagues]” in 
exploiting the media against Egypt.  Last week this same judge was reprimanded by the Egyptian Bar 
Association for “crossing moral and behavioural red lines” after he bullied and intimidated defence 
lawyers in a recent case. 
 
It is not too late for the Egyptian authorities to set things right. Egypt’s Prosecutor-General, Hisham 
Barakat, can grant Mr Fahmy temporary release pending his appeal on health grounds. The Egyptian 
Syndicate of Journalists has sent letters to the Prosecutor requesting Mr Fahmy’s release and 
attaching evidence that Fahmy’s Hepatitis C and other medical conditions require urgent treatment. 
This request is still pending.  
 
In the meantime we welcome the passage of a new law, on 12 November, allowing Egyptian 

authorities to transfer foreign nationals to their home-states to face trial or serve their sentences 

there. Mr Fahmy should benefit from this law and be returned to Canada as soon as practicable.  

We also welcome the recent statement by President Sisi in which he confirmed that he is 

considering granting a presidential pardon to Mr. Fahmy.  A pardon by the President would be in line 

with the spirit of the recent ‘Riyadh Agreement’ approved by the states forming the Gulf 

Cooperation Council, including Qatar, and supported by Egypt.  Qatar is committed under this 

Agreement to promoting good foreign relations with Egypt and should embrace this call for peace.  

Al Jazeera should also respect the spirit of the Riyadh Agreement, which requires that parties should 

not foment hatred between groups but rather work openly and cooperatively with each other in a 

spirit of reconciliation. 

We hope that these developments will lead the government of Canada to lend its full support to Mr 

Fahmy’s requests for release.  Almost 50,000 Canadians have signed an online petition calling on the 

Canadian government to take “urgent public action to fight for [Mr. Fahmy’s] release”.  Yet so far 

senior officials have been shamefully quiet about the travesty of justice that has led to the illegal 

detention of their citizen.  We have spoken with Canadian officials - including Troy Lulashnyk, the 

Canadian ambassador to Egypt – and it is hoped that they will now take active steps to support Mr 

Fahmy’s release and transfer to Canada forthwith.  

 

Amal Clooney 

Mark Wassouf 

Counsel for Mohamed Fahmy1  

                                                           
1
 Amal Clooney and Mark Wassouf represent Mohamed Fahmy in his personal capacity and do not represent 

the Al Jazeera network. 
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