
1 
 

IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE Claim No. QB-2022-002332 
KING'S BENCH DIVISION 
MEDIA AND COMMUNICATIONS LIST            
B E T W E E N: 
 

FAIEZ SERRAG  
Claimant 

 v 
 
 MGN LIMITED  

Defendant 
 ________________________ 
 JOINT STATEMENT IN OPEN COURT 
 ________________________ 
 

Mark Henderson, Counsel for the Claimant: 

1. My Lady, in this ac�on I appear for the Claimant. [Counsel for the Defendant] appears for the 
Defendant, MGN Limited. 
 

2. The Claimant is the former Prime Minister and President of the Presidency Council from 
2015 to 2021. He led an interna�onally backed na�onal government of Libya following the 
overthrow of the Gaddafi regime by the Libyan people with the assistance of Bri�sh and 
French airpower. 
 

3. On 23 July 2021, the Mirror published an ar�cle (which I will refer to as the Ar�cle) about 
persons buying ci�zenship of the Pacific Island state of Vanuatu. It claimed that one of those 
persons was the Claimant, who was described as the Prime Minister of Libya ‘under Colonel 
Gaddafi’. 
 

4. Following the Claimant sending a leter of claim a�er becoming aware of the Ar�cle, a 
correc�on was made to the Ar�cle limited to correc�ng the reference to him being Prime 
Minister under Gaddafi. A�er the par�es were unable to resolve maters, the Claimant 
issued a claim for libel. 
 

5. Following the Par�culars of Claim, and further discussion between the par�es, the Claimant 
accepted the Defendant’s admission: first that that the natural and ordinary meaning of the 
Ar�cle was that “The Claimant served as prime minister of Libya under Colonel Gaddafi’s 
military dictatorship and purchased Vanuatu citizenship to distance himself from that 
disreputable past.”; and second that the Ar�cle would convey the addi�onal defamatory 
meaning, by way of true innuendo, that “The Claimant served as prime minister of Libya, a 
rogue state…” 
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6. As to this innuendo meaning, the Defendant accepted that “a substantial part of the 
readership (in particular its more elderly readership) would have been broadly aware of the 
more notorious excesses of the Gaddafi regime including in general terms some or all of the 
matters pleaded in paragraph 5.1 of the Particulars of Claim”. The relevant paragraph 
referenced Libya’s role in supplying arms to the IRA, the shoo�ng of a police officer outside 
its Embassy, and the blowing up of a Pan-Am airliner over the UK, as well as the more recent 
brutal repression of its own people prior to being overthrown in a revolu�on backed by the 
interna�onal community. The Defendant noted, by way of mi�ga�on, that the reference in 
the Ar�cle was very short, and the ini�al correc�on had been made promptly a�er the 
Claimant wrote to the Defendant having become aware of the Ar�cle, and that the Ar�cle 
did not allege personal responsibility for Gaddafi’s crimes.  
 

7. The Ar�cle naturally caused the Claimant serious distress and damage. The allega�ons about 
him were completely false. He had no associa�on whatsoever with Gaddafi’s odious regime. 
On the contrary, he led a government backed by the United Na�ons and the interna�onal 
community which was seeking to unify the country and prevent further suffering to the 
Libyan people in the chaos that followed the overthrow of the Libyan regime. The allega�on 
that he then purchased Vanuatu ci�zenship to escape his past was all the more hur�ul and 
distressing as he had dedicated himself to atemp�ng to rebuild his country and repair the 
deep wounds caused by the Gaddafi regime.  
  

8. In recogni�on of the false and seriously defamatory nature of the allega�ons in the Ar�cle, 
the Defendant removed all reference to the Claimant from the Ar�cle and published a full 
apology on 1 March 2023, which it con�nues to publish on its website, both freestanding 
and appended to the Ar�cle. The Defendant stated that: 
 

On 23 July 2021, we published an ar�cle sta�ng that Mr Faeiz Serrag was the Prime 
Minister of Libya under Colonel Gaddafi’s military dictatorship and that he had since 
purchased Vanuatu ci�zenship to distance himself from that disreputable past. We 
accept this was false: rather than being Prime Minister under Colonel Gaddafi, Mr 
Serrag was chosen and backed by the Interna�onal Community to bring stability and 
jus�ce a�er the downfall of the Gaddafi Regime and to lead the fight against ISIS. We 
withdraw these claims and apologise unreservedly to Mr Serrag. 
 

9. The Defendant has agreed to pay substan�al damages to rec�fy the wrong and vindicate the 
Claimant’s reputa�on, together with his legal costs.  
 

Counsel for the Defendant: 

10. My Lady, on behalf of the Defendant, I confirm all that counsel for the Claimant has said. The 
Defendant withdraws these false allega�ons and apologises unreservedly to Mr Serrag. 
 

Counsel for the Claimant: 

11. In these circumstances, the Claimant is prepared to let the mater rest against the 
Defendant. My Lady, it remains only for me to ask for leave that the record be withdrawn. 


